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On 28 March 1910 Henri Fabre (1882-1984) took off 6 times with the first seaplane in history, on 
Etang de Berre, in Châteauneuf-les-Martigues, from La Mède harbour. The following day, he 
already flew his Canard back to its hangar in Martigues, a distance of about 6 km, thus opening a 
new era in the history of aviation. He built 3 other machines and participated to the Course de 
Canots Automobiles de Monaco in April 1911, before switching to the manufacturing of floats for 
the other aircraft builders, as well as Tellier seaplanes. He opened the way to others, Curtiss, 
Denhaut and the first floatplane, Caudron, Nieuport, Farman, Voisin, REP, Avro Wakefield, Short 
S.38… 
 
Organized in collaboration with the Comité Henri Fabre and the international historical 
associations, and with the prestigious participation of the family and great pioneers, this 
symposium will unfold the life and achievement of Fabre, a Sup’Elec engineer, and will analyze 
his contribution to the development of aviation. It will start with a visit of the historical sites 
corresponding to this anniversary. Canard reproductions are expected, as well as seaplanes. 
 
HONORARY COMMITTEE   
 
Michel Armbruster - Pdt Vieilles Racines  Dominique Fabre-Guérin - grand daughter Henri Fabre 
Sylvie Bergès - Dr Musée Hydraviation Biscarrosse André Garnault - VP GRECO     
Gérard Brachet - Pdt Académie Air & Espace  Jean-François Georges - Pdt AéCF 
Vincent Burroni - Mayor Châteauneuf les Martigues Claude Goumy - Pdt Aerospatiale Matra Patr.d’EADS 
Contessa Caproni - daughter of Gianni Caproni  Roland Le Bourdonnec - Pdt AAMA 
Agnès Chablat-Beylot - Chief Dpt Armée Air SHD  Annelyse Lebourgeois-Keeper Centre Archives Armem 
Gaby Charroux - Mayor Martigues    Claude Le Louarn - Amicale des Pompiers du Ciel 
Bertrand de La Croix-Vaubois - Pdt Vieilles Tiges  Kit Mitchell - RAeS Chair History 
Bertrand Delahaye - Pdt Amicale ISAE Sup Aéro ENSICA Olivier Ripoche - Pdt France Hydravion 
Guirec Doniol - Pdt ARDHAN    Gal Gilles Robert - Dr SHD 
Hubert Fabre - grandson of Henri Fabre   Guy Rupied - DG GIFAS 
Louis Fabre - son of Henri Fabre    Joachim Szodruch - Pdt CEAS 
Marc Fabre - son of Henri Fabre    André Turcat 
Mario Fabre - grandson of Henri Fabre    
          
PROGRAM COMMITTEE   
 
Pierre-Guy Amand - SNPE, Pdt Commi. Techn AAAF Philippe Jung - Pdt Commission Histoire AAAF 
Serge Barbagelata - Pdt AAAF Marseille-Provence Pierre Matal - Amicale ISAE Sup’Aéro ENSICA 
Jean-Paul Barrali - Pdt Club Philatélique Martegal Jean-François Monier - co-founder France Hydravion 
Pierre Bescond - AAAF/CEAS    Florian Salazar-Martin – Dep.Mayor Martigues  
Véronique Braëms - Dep.Mayor Châteauneuf  Pierre Sparaco - Pdt Com. Hist Acad. Air & Espace  
Delphine D’Ambrosi - Dr Comm & Cult CCI Marseille Michel Thouin - Vieilles Racines 
Jean-Claude Falque - Pdt Commission  Histoire AéCF Alain Vuillet - AAAF Marseille-Provence 
Robert Feuilloy - ARDHAN          
       
ORGANIZING COMMITTEE  

 
Maud Blasco ( (33) 4 42 44 30 63/65, maud.blasco@ville-martigues.fr) 
Philippe Jung ( (33) 6 81 08 46 79, philippe.jung3@free.fr) 
Graziella Tourrel ( (33) 4 42 44 31 33, graziella.tourrel@ville-martigues.fr) 
Laurence Dagnan ( (33) 4 42 79 85 51, laurence.dagnan@chateauneuf-les-martigues.fr) 
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  EUROPEAN PIONEERS DAY 
 
 

 23 October 2010 
 
10 H 00 Guided tour in the footsteps of Henri Fabre, in Châteauneuf les Martigues &  

Martigues : workshop, hydrobases, steles (on registration) 
 
11 H 30 Presentation of the Fabre Canard reproductions of Association Fabre 2010 & 

ESTACA in the City Hall of Martigues (quai d’honneur) 
 
 
 
 
 
14 H 00 Inauguration of the symposium (City Hall of Martigues, salle des conférences) 
 
14 H 15 Aviation beginnings (Philippe Jung, AAAF) 
 
14 H 45 Henri Fabre (Louis Roubaud) 
 
15 H 30 The aeronautical work of Fabre (Gérard Bousquet, AMPE) 
 
16 H 15 Pause 
 
16 H 30 Henri Fabre (Fabre family) 
 
17 H 00 Seaplane beginnings in Italy (Comtessa Caproni) 
 
17 H 30 Seaplane beginnings in Great-Britain (RAeS) 
 
18 H 00 Conclusion, Fabre heritage (Philippe Jung, AAAF) 
 
18 H 30 Cocktail 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ORGANIZATION  
 

The symposium will take place in the City Hall of Martigues. 
 
VISIT  
 
An emotional guided tour on the traces of Henri Fabre will take place on Saturday 23 morning: 
* Canard mock-up in the Galerie de l’Histoire in the City Hall of Martigues 
* Henri Fabre stele in La Mède-Châteauneuf les Martigues 
* marine base in La Mède-Châteauneuf les Martigues 
* Quartier de l’Ile in Martigues (former workshop, stele).  
Meeting point at 10 h in the Galerie de l’Histoire in the City Hall of Martigues (registration 
before 20 October on (33) 4 42 44 30 65, archives.communales@ville-martigues.fr). 
 
EXPOSITIONS 
 
Full scale Canard reproduction made by Fabre 2010, 1/3 scale animated Canard mock-up made 
by ESTACA (Martigues, quai d’honneur). 
 
Fabre exhibit by Musée de l’Hydraviation of Biscarrosse (Hall of the City Hall of Martigues). 
 
An exhibit by Club Philatélique Martegal will be organized on Saturday 23 October from 10 h to 
18 h 30 (Hall of the City Hall of Martigues, back room). It will continue on Sunday 24 October 
from 14 h 30 to 18 h (Galerie de l’Histoire of the City Hall of Martigues, room XX° XXI° siècle). 
 
A Sécurité Civile CL-415 will be presented, and other seaplanes are expected, among others those 
of the famous Aero Club of the Cuomo Lake. 
 
Flying models of the club des aéromodélistes et maquettistes de Martigues will be demonstrated 
(in front of the City Hall of Martigues). 
 
COST 
 
Access & participation to the symposium are free. 
 
SITES 
 
www.aaaf.asso.fr     www.hydravions-biscarrosse.com 
www.ville-martigues.fr    www.cercleaeroestaca.com/fabre 
www.chateauneuf-les-martigues.fr   www.fabre2010 
www.aeronautique-pros-amis.orga   www.philacpm.asso1901.com 
www.aeroclub.com 
 
AAAF Association Aéronautique et Astronautique de France  ISAE Institut Supérieur de l’Aéronautique & de l’Espace 
AAMA Association des Amis du Musée de l’Air   RAeS Royal Aeronautical Society 
AéCF Aéro Club de France     SHD Service Historique de la Défense 
ARDHAN Association pour la Recherche de Documentation sur l’Histoire de l’Aéronautique Navale 
CEAS Council of European Aerospace Societies 
ENSICA Ecole Nationale Supérieure d’Ingénieurs de Constructions Aéronautiques 
ESTACA Ecole Supérieure des Techniques Aéronautiques et de Construction Automobile 
GIFAS Groupement des Industries Françaises Aéro Spatiales 
GRECO Association des Grandes Ecoles 
 


