Dear Sir,

In Aviation News of November 2007, on Embraer (page 34), I would like to point out an interesting aspect about the origins of the success of the Brazilian company in the commercial airliner business: well-known French designer Max Holste was hired early in 1965 as technical advisor to CTA, whereupon he transformed his MH 250 Super Broussard piston-engine regional aircraft (first flown on 20 May 1959) by switching from a high-wing design to a low-wing one, thus giving birth to the MH 360, alias PAR-6504, project n° 4 in 1965. On June 12th, the program was launched, as the IPD-6504/YC-95 Bandeirante for the Força Aérea Brasileira.
Also, you state page 43 in the article on the RAF at 90 that Cmdr Schwann was the first person to take off from water with an Avro floatplane in November 1911: Henri Fabre already had taken off with his own seaplane, the first one in history, in Marseille nearly two years before, on March 28th, 1910.
With my best aeronautical wishes.

Philippe Jung

President History Commission AAAF

Association Aéronautique & Astronautique de France

11.11.07

